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SHE 


Heres I hots been r e by ſome $4 on, F as 
' the Author of the following Narrative, I do ber 
% poſitively Area I was 45 far from being any ways con- 
cern d in it, tbat I was wholly ignorant of its * drawn up, 
till I ſaw it in Print. However, I think my ſelf oblig d to 
＋ for the ſake of Vindicating the Truth,” hs T believe 
. ed, to be Matter Fact, as being an Eye-Witneſs 
of : e greateſt part, and of ſeveral other Waterial ' Paſſage 
which the Writer bas omitted. =» 
Nov. 29. 1709. ROBERT N 1 ORD, | 
e - "a ee, | 
5 : 
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AN 


Of many Unuſual 


| Marters of Fact, &. 


HO' you may be a little ſurpriz'd at the 
Subject of this Letter; yet waving allows 


F Buſineſs, I am reſolv'd to entertain 


you at preſent with a Relation of certain 


injuriousPr anks play d by ſome reſtleſs Goblin, orSpi- 


rits, or elſe by their grand Chieftain the Prince of the 
Power of the Air, the beſt Atteſted, and moſt A- 
mazing of the kind our Age hath produced. And it 
concerns not the matter in hand that every Paſſage 


be confarmable to what we account Method; or by 


a due Dependence or Chain of things one upon an- 
other, point out ſome plain End or Meaning, as is 
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But rather what you are mainly to regard, is, That 
your Authority be clear and ſufficient ; that the Mat- 


1 and ſo can't utter themſelves-- Ocherwhile. they 
? & 3 ſhall ftay a long time, and ſhew no 
. E db Hirit' . will of having any thing to utter. So 


Fl  pearingzo Mr. Kos that they are no more to be underſtood 
Jil Daughters at M. E. in what they would have, than we 
bf can tell what it is that comes, what 
we fee and hear, which we are wholly unable to do; 
tho” that we do ſee and hear, and that ſome what 
comes, we have all the conviction our Senſes are ca- 
pable of Adminiſtring to us. Not but that I am per- 
Vids Devil ef Maſcon. ſwaded there have been Inſtances, 
hope, % Fd, and am duly aware of the ill Man- 
of this kind, related by ners it would be to inſinuate the 
e e Contrary z ubere Spirirs or Appar 
ner. tions have Spoken and Aded as if 
on Principles of the Correcteſt Thotght® and Rea- 
' fon; and Conſonant thereto, have diſcloſed to thoſe 
_ unto whom they have appear'd abſolute Secrets, and 
eule enen 99 
Neither am I obliged to meddle with that knot- 
ty Argument, what Reſtraints departed Souls are 
neceſſarily ſubje& to, or Liberties they may poſlibly 
3 by the Oeconotny of the Spiritual World: 
Whether in the nature of the thing they can any more 
return hicher, than we can make a viſit into their my- 
ſterious Regions; or bow Conſiſtent tis with 3 
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dox Religion, they ſhou'd have Power ſo to do, and 
by putting on humane Garb and Figure, or any o- 
ther way diſturb our World, having once taken thejr | 
leave of Matter: But leaving the ſolution of theſe | 

— Difficulties to the Intelligent, tis enough to my pur- 
poſe that we have demonſtration that a. Spirit or de- 
| parted Soul does ſome way, and may by Innumera- 
ble Ways and Means, Adapt to their Immaterial Ca- 
pacities, altogether beyond our Ken and Concepti- 
ons, Effect ſuch things as are commonly, and in a 
more eminent manner in the following Relation, 
Attributed to them. Beſides, its probable that the 
Devil, who by his implacable Enmity to Man is erer 
Compaſſing the Earth to work his ruin, when he | 
cannot ſucceed in his main Enterprizes,his temptings 
of the Righteous and Upright to forego their Integri- 
ty, then takes up with ſmaller Games, and being un- 
- | able to do us the (miſchief he wou'd, affrights and 


Las 


7 wo & kia WW we \ 1 T3 ww T3 F7 po 0 


- | Hurts us all he can, and to that end Acts a more im- | 
;, | mediate Part himſelf, in many of theſe ſcaring ap- 
- | pearancesand Frealss, than we are aware of. Methinks | 
e the following Account in many of its Gircumſtances, i 
- | beſpeaks Satan to be at this ſort of Exerciſe, and 
f | that tho! God was pleas'd to permit him, or his As | 


e the Caſe of Fob, to Damage theHouſe,yet it was wih 
d | ſuch Limitations as that it coud not Hurt 4ny of the 
|| People preſent: As for Inſtance, the Tile and Stenz 
- | Thrown into the Houſe hot, came fo. miracu- 
e | louſly flow, and the other Stones in ſuch manner, 
y | as plainly argued his Power to be reſtrain'd: And 
|: | then for the Glaſs, when Mr. Lord ſat under it Writs 
e | ing, and at other times, with a great deal of Compa- 
-n), ſtood right before it, and a ſeeming violent daſh 
- | +to break the Windows; the Glaſs, as is natural upon 


| 
- | gents, in ſuch an unpreſidented © unleſs in 
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Ji ee given, we find did not fly out, but drop | 
= || Jeiſurely and perpendicularly down, not unlike Icicles | 
falling from the Eaves of a Houſe, on a Thaw : Al- 
tho' it ought to be here noted, that notwithſtanding. 
theſe gracious Interpoſitions of our heavenly Preſer- 
ver, yet what was permitted was very Terrible to | 
every Spectator : And I am afſur'd, amongſt the reſt, 
to ſome who would not have believed a word of the | ' 
Story, had they not been there themſelves. *Tis | { 
therefore very diſingenuous, as well as fooliſh for any |] 
{ 


to ridicule and laugh dt Things of this Nature, be- 
cauſe all are not Witneſſes to them: Tis time enough-- 
Tho? Dr. 3 Tuch haply ſometime may ; and its 
Chan s con 1 fort of more manly to ſhew their Parts 
| Reaſon, why they ars and Courage then in demeaning 
| motto expect it. v. Re. themſelves better than others, than 
ligio Medici, Fart J. to: Gibe now. In the interim, | 
Sec. 36. iet them conſtantly bear in Mind, | | 
| the Caſe of the poor Maid, what diſmal Conyulſions | ' 
the for a long time ſtruggled under; and how ſhe. 
may fill be a Sufferer, by Impreſſions abiding on 
her Mind, even as long as ſhe lives. But to proceed 
to the Narrative ; every Circumſtance of which, I 
might tell you, hath been as curiouſly collected and 
examin'd, by Mr. D. and my ſelf, as by you or any 
Others they could have been; and that from ſeveral 
Hands, at ſeparate Times; all agreeing in the Thing: 
But rather chuſe to fay only, We are ſatisfy'd, re- 
ferring you, and our Middltſex-Friends, to the Merits | 
df the Account; engaging, that all * the: reputable 
Perſons therein named, will reſpe&ively be ever 
ready to arteſt' the Truth gf it, even to the 
Conviction (provided Demonſtration can gain upon 
him) of the moſt: fanciful incredulous Perſon: 
Here being particulariz'd without reſerve , (I 
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mean as to the Principal part hereof) Time, Place, 
Names, and all he can ask; whch commonly, in Re- 
lations of this nature are partly con 
ceal d; becauſe ſuch Families wou d Twas ths Reaſon 
| otherwiſe be obnoxious to great In- % ea Fane | 
eonveniencies 4 by reaſon of the tabs ſuch effectual 
Crowds that 'wou'd be continually care to Conceal the | 
reſorting to them; but in being Par- Tonderful Appar Wh 
ticular at preſent, I am. ſatisfied I do Perſon in Vinton 
Nr. Smagge and his Neighbours no 
Injury: Canvj-Iſland being a very retired Place, and 
moſt that from the adjacent Parts might be inclined 

to go, having been there already; or, are by other 
means amply Tatified.':. t. 

- Firſt then for your more clear and familiar Under- 
ſtanding of the whole, I ſhall briefly caſt an Eye 
back, to the ſuppoſed beginning of theſe Diſtur- 
bances, and then go on as orderly as my Materials 


"HIS now Dwelling-Houſe of Jan Smagge, ſtand- 
ting in Canvy-Iſland, in the County of Eſſex, is 
ſaid to have been Built, and for a great while Inha- 
bited by a certain Perſon deceaſed; who, with his 
Wife, were lookt upon in their Life- time, jointly. to 
have ſcrap'd together in the ſaid Houſe, by Fraudu- 
lent and Oppreſſive means, a conſiderable lump of 
Pelf. Having for a long time carried on this groveling 
- | Employ, the Wife, being in a declining Condition, 
went to London to be advis d for her Health; but Sick- 
| neſs increaſing, and ſhe conceiving ſhe ſhould die, deſir d 
| the Man, with whom ſhe lodg'd, that happen d to 
be the ſame Perſon that now lives in the ſaid diſturb'd 
Houſe,” to acquaint her Husband, She would be Bu- 


ried in a Place call'd Benfleet, near Canvy-Ifland, where 
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' her dectas'd Children lay : To which he anſwer'd, 


Noiſes were frequently heard in the Houſe, to the 


| Noon-day, no one being near 


together. Fan Smagge himſel 
Door thus ſhut to and fro in 
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"Twas all one where the Body was diſpos'd, ſo the 
Soul was Happy. This Diſcourſe paſs dabout ſm aClock 
in the Evening, in the Summer time, Immediatel 


4 


N 6 on 
which, Tan Smagge affirms, He feceiv d a hard 5 


his Shoulder; and then felt the Chair, that he ſar in, 


to ſhake in an extraordinary manner: He lookt un- 
der the Chair, and about him, to ſee what caus d the 


Motion, but difcern'd nothing. His Wife and the 
ſick Perſon were in the Room, but both diſtant 


from him. One might excuſably Conceit, from 
what has ſince occur d, That this Stfoke and Sha- 


king, were an Earneſt, or Preſage his Gueſt de- 


ſign d him more of the ſame ſort of greetings 
after her departure In two or three Days the 

ſaid Perſon died, and her Husband was ſent for and 
acquainted with her Mind; but he, probably to ſave 
Charges, buried her in Town, The Funeral being 

over, he return d to- his Habitation in Caxvy-Iſand, 
and in few Years made his Exit alſo, which the 


old Inhabitants compute to be upwards of 30 Years 


fince. Preſently upon his death, unaccountable 


Etcar trouble of choſe that ſucceeded him in it. Such 


as forcibly opening and ſhutting the Doors at 
or the leaſt; 


Wind or breeze of Air ſtirring to qo it: Nay, whilft 


the People have had the Doors in their Hands, they 
have been violently ſnatch'd from them, and ſhut to 


s, for many. times. 
ce ſaw the Parlour 
Predeceflor's time; 
and asking about it, was anſwered by the Woman 
of the Houſe, That it was common with them. A 
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great Table, or Form i in he Hal, hath been remo- 
ved out of its Place, and no Body to meddle with WE 
it. Sometimes a Noiſe hath been, as tho' Horſes | 
f jo and rubb'd againſt the our-lide. of the Houſe ; } 
and this in a particular manner once occur'd, when 
ſome Strangers were there Carouſing themſelves with 
Smoak and Liquids, who inſtantly all ran out of the 
Doors, but ſaw nothing; however, broke up upon it. 
1 laſt the Noiſes of this kind were ſuch, That ſome 
Neighbours, yet living, affirm, par rticularly Tobn Tony, 
Farmer, -a Man of Honeſt Character, and that would 
not report a Lie, They have heard a Din and Clat- 
tering, as tho' a thouſand Horſes, with Chains were 
hurrying about the Grounds at once; the Servants, 
| and People, that then dwelt in the Houle, hearing 

; | the ſame; Theſe Moleſtations continually increaſing, 

I the Inhabitants generally ſay, Means were certainly 

' | uſed, as the vulgar Term is, to lay the Spirit by a 

F- Charm, or like Device: Some ſaying they knew 

1 the Man by whom it was done; remember the Time, 

* | and have ſeen the Book with which he did it: And 

; | farther tell, That moſt horrible Noiſes and Diſtractions 

: | filld theHouſe 1 whilſt the Work was about. The Spirit 

in different hideous ſhapes appearing, and was ſo Fierce 

and Boiſtrous, out of all Rule, that he had like to 

6 | have carried off the Conjurer; ; but who at laſt, 

wich much ado, is ſaid to have fix d it for 21 Years. 

But mark, I inſert not this Paſſage, as atteſted with 

Y | that Power-and Evidence, as will be anon produced 

0 | in other Matters: However, Whether the Spirit, 

sven ſo reported, was laid, or not laid (which Con- 

r | gruous to what is before hinted of their Appearing, 
may, for what we know, and all that's probable 
to the contrary thro' the Wiles of Satan, by ſuch in- 
direct Meaſures, be ſeemingly done. He may havre 

B Dorer 
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( 16 ) | 
Power, and his Ends in it too, by theſe kind of Ce- 
remonies to amuſe us, and draw deluded Souls into 
farther temptation, that poor Man can't Fathom or 
Account for) Or whether the Houſe be inveſted with 
more then one, Noiſes have ſtill from time to time 
been fince heard; though all ſay not with that Ter- 
ror and Loudneſs as before: To wit, ſince that a 
Woman hath been heard to come up ſtairs, and at 
the top to vaniſh. The Latches of Doors to be lifted 
up. A great Light ſeen in che Hall, in the Night 
by the Maſter, when none have been up, and neither 
Cendle nor Fire in the Houſe. A Servant-Man of Pro- 
bity, and a conſcientious Principle, who would not 
re port a Lie, and not ſubject to Fancy, or a puſillani- 
mous Fear, and hath lived a great many Years in the 
Houſe, does aver, He bath divers times heard, ſeem- 
ingly, the chinking of Money at his bed-fide ; and 
one time, a Woman, as he ſuppoſed, by the Ruffling 
of her Petticoats, to walk about his Bed the whole 
Night, till cowards Day-break, and then in appea- 
rance to go away, clapping the Door with a great 
force after her. The Appearance of the aforeſaid 
Deceaſed Perſon, as having on a Grey- Coat, ſuch as 
he uſed to wear in his Life-time, hath been twice 
feen ſtanding at an old Barn in the Fields, that for- 
merly was his : One of the times the Man who faw 
him, went into the Barn, thinking it had really been 
ſomebody, but faw nothing, and the Barn empty. 
Good-wife Reynolds, a Neighbour, about four in the 
Morning, in the Summer time, ſaw a tall Man walk a- 
long at the fide of the Houſe to one of the fore Doors, 
and then ſeem'd to her to go in, the Door all the 
while continuing clofe ſhut. A Face in Day time 
was ſeen by a Perſon who ſat in the Kitchen, to 
reach out itfelf; and look in at a Back-door. ho 
at I ON 4 afors- 
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| aforeſaid Servant-man, in May Or June laſſ ; on a Fun- 


day Morning, heard a great Whiſtle, in the manner 


of a Call, about the Houſe, but no one to be ſeen. 
About 3 or 4 Days after that, towards Evening, be- 
ing yet Light, he again, with the Maid and another 
Perſon there, heard, as under the IIall- Window, 


where, at that Inſtant he, and one of them were 
ſtanding on the infide, the ſame kind of Whiſtle as 


before; but as he ſaid, more Loud, Long and Shrill ; 
on which they immediately ran out, and ſearch'd 
ſtrialy, but ſaw nothing. After this he heard the 
Latch of the Back-door. twice diſtinctly drawn up, 


and fall down loud and hard. A Neighbour paſſing 


by, in the Evening, ſaw a Woman ſtanding by a 
Gate that goes to the Barn. About two Months ſince, 
near Dusk, but light enough to diſtinguiſh Objects, 
Mary Moſs, the Maid (a young Perſon in her 15th 
Year) going out of the Back-door into the Yard, 


ſaw a Man leaning upon an old Cart-Wheel ſtanding 


there; at which ſhe return'd in, telling what ſhe had 
ſeen. The Boy, a Youth, in his 18th Year, at the 


ſame Interim, being on the other ſide of the Houſe, 


ſaw a Man leaning on the Garden-Pales; at which, 


being a fearleſs kind of Spark, he cry d out, Who haves 


here ? At his ſpeaking which Words, the Apparition 
roſe up, and walked away towards the corner of the 
Houſe, where he loſt ſight of it. The Boy then came 
in, and went up Stairs to tell the Man what he had 
ſeen ; whilſt he was doing it, the Maid faid ſhe ſaw 
Aa Face peep in at the Hall-Window: The Man was 
then called down, and immediately with the Maiter 


and Youth, went all round the Houſe, but could ſze 


nothing. A Fortnight after this, the Maid going out 

again in theEvening,(ſcarcely yet Dusk) of the Pack- 
door, unto the Rain Ciſtern, to rinſe her MilkeFalls 
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ſaw a Woman leaning upon the Gutter that carries 


the Water into the Ciſtern; as ſoon as the Maid had 
fixed her Eyes upon it, ſhe diſcern it to move to- 
wards her; at which, greatly affrighted, ſhe threw 


down the Pails,and ran skreeking and trembling in a- 
doors, the Appearance of the Woman coming after her, 
and bruſhing hard againſt her juſt as ſhe entered the 


Houſe : All within were greatly ſurpriz'd at this, 
and Mr.Smagge that Moment ran out again, ſearch'd 
as before, bur ſaw nothing. At the beginning of 
this Month, an Acquaintance of Mr. Smagge, that 
lives at Benſleet, came in to reſt himſelf till the Tide 


was gone out; and about 2 in the Afternoon, he 


heard a great Whiſtling, in the manner aforeſaid, 


for three or four times ; on which ſuppoſing ſome- 


body to Call, he went out; but whillt he was gone, 


the Maid hearing the Whiſtling too, thinking it had 
been ſome one to ſpeak with her Maſter, came down 
Stairs; but he returning, ſaid he could ſee no-body ;_ 
On which, one preſent anſwered, This is (i. e. the 
aforciaid deceaſed Perſon) He uſed to be a mighty 
Whijller to his Sheep. The Man reply'd, Whoever tis, 


he hath made a Fool of me, and hath a good ſtrong 
Breath of his W nn. 5 1995 
After this, nothing occur'd till Saturday the 1oth 
Inſtant ; the firſt of the five Days, wherein the Notable 
things following were Tranſacted, and which Prin- 
cipaly occaſioned my Writing you this Ler- 
e „ 3 3 
About 4 this After- noon, as the Maid was ſcrubbing 
Cheeſes at the North-ſide of the Kitchin with her 


Face towards the South Door, ſne obſerv'd the 2 Cats 


that were ſitting on the Cell of the Door, on a ſud- 
den to run as if ſcared, unto the Barn, a good Stone's 
caſt from the Houſe : Inſtantly upon which ſhe. ſaw- 
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the ſhadow as a of a Man comingto the Door, which 
ſhe thought might be ſome one coming from the 
Harveſt- field, but immediately, a Chicken almoſt full 
grown, was by an inviſible Hand thrown with great 
force into the Kitchin within a yard and half of 
where ſhe ſtood, The Maid then ſcared too, cry'd 
out to one that was in a farther Room call'd the Par- 
lour, the Hall and a ſhort Paſſage lying betwixt that 


and the Kitchen, Oh! Come hither, here is ſome 
body killing the Chicken. The perſon preſently 
came; and ſeeing the Wing to ſtir, ftooped to take it 
up, hoping to recover it, but perceiving it juſt dead, 
they both preſently ran out, and fearched all round 
the Houſe and Barn, ec, but cou'd ſee no body. And 


here it is neceſſary, as well in relation to what fol- 
lows, as to what is already ſaid, to tell you, that this 
Houſe by its ſtanding alone and on plain and open 


Ground, without Lane or Hedge about it, is ſo ſi- 


tuate, and the proſpe& on all ſides free, that tis im- 


poſſible any Cloathed with material Bodies, cou'd be 


able to conceal themſelves in ſtaying; or conſidering 
the continual quick perſuits were made after a diſtur- 
bance given, to carry themſelves off, without diſco- 
very. The Harveſt People too, this time were at 
work juſt before the Houſe the ſame ſide the Chicken 
was thrown in of, and 'tis more than probable wou'd 
have ſpy'd who had done it, had they been viſible : 


But the ſtrangeſt Part of this Feat is yet to tell you: 


VVhen Mr, Smagge and cthers of the Family 
were come home, the Chicken in the preſence 
of them all was'curioufly examin'd, as to the way it 


might come by its Death: And the Mouth being firſt 


open d there were found cram'd into the entrance of 
the Throat 76 Barly-Corns; then feeling the Neck 

as it were broke, the Feathers be ing firſt plucke, they 
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lit the Skin of the Neck up to fee that, and inſtead of 
broken,found it nicely cutaſunder bothFleſh andBone 
as with a keen Knife, without the leaſt roughneſs, but 


as abſolutely ſmooth and even as a Radiſh can be cut, 


and the two ends when put together to join as com- 


pleatly as two Parts of a Radiſh can do, which as the 


Head was on,; and not the leaſt ſcratch or impreſſion 
on the out ſide of the Neck, and the whole Body en- 


tire, exceeds without farther Proof, all the moral 


_ Cauſes and Operations in the World, © 
Tueſday, Sept. 13th. In the After-noon an odd 


Th 
* * . 


. jarring was twice diſtinctly heard at one of the 


tore Doors, call'd the Paſſage-Door, by a Perſon 
that ſar nigh in the Paclour adjoining tothe Paſlage, 
and who the laſt time, which was conſiderably louder 


than the other, roſe up, and out of Curioſity, tho there 
was no Wind ſtirring, went to make a Judgment whe- 


ther the like noiſe cou'd be made by the Wind, and 
trying found Art as well as Srength requiſite to do it. 
About 4 or 5 of the Clock, an extraordinary Bounce, as 
with a Fcot, was given to the ſame Door, at which the 


Maid came haſtily out of the Kitchen, believing ſome 
Stranger there: but the Perſon ſitting in the Parlour, 
told her, She had look d through the Window, im- 


mediately as the Bounce came, and that no body 
Was there; which on her opening the Door, finding 
to be ſo, ſhe returned into the Kitchen. The other 
Perſon remaining in the Parlour, in a little time heard 
a ſecond Bounce, as of a Stone thrown againſt the 
Boards, under the Window where ſhe fat ; at which, 
calling the Maid, they went out, but ſaw nothing. 
The Perſon that had all this time been in the Par- 
lour alone, beginning now to apprehend theſe to be 
ſome of the old uſual Diſturbances, ſtept into the 
Parlour again, with a deſign to put by what * was 
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about, and come away ; but was hardly there, before 
ſhe herad the Glaſs break in the Hall; which Room 
lyes between the Parlour and the Kitchen ; and the 
Maid Skreeking, ſhe then went back, and they found 


three Panes broken in the middle Window: then, 
| Not having diſpatch'd in the Parlour, ſhe returned 
again thither, but preſently ſhe heard more Glaſs 


break in the Hall, and the Maid ſcream as before ; 
they then found two Panes more broken. At this, 
the aforeſaid Perſon went into the Harveſt Field to 
acquaint the Maſter and Work-folks what had paſt 
at home : at her return ſhe met the Maid, and a 


Neighbour's Child left with her, ſitting half way by - 


a Gate; on which ſhe ſaid to the Maid, What do 


you» here ? Here! replies ſhe, there's no ſtaying at 


Home : for as ſoon as you was gone, being afraid, I 


went out, and fat with the Child upon the Threſ- 


hold of the Door ; and immediately all the Windows 


in the Hall were broken with a terrible Clatter ; 
( the Threſhold where they [at being juſt on the (ide, and in 
_ fight of the Window ;) and on my crying out, What's 


that? The Child here anſwered, Why ? tis rhe Devil 
breaking the Windows : This Child was but three Years 
and half old, which reminds me of the Proverb, 
Children and Fools, &c. When they came back to the 


_ Houſe, the broken Glaſs was increaſed to 19 Panes 
and a Piece, and the Caſement, that before was ſhut, 
open. When Mr. Smagge came home, pretty much 
ſurprizd at what he ſaw, twas adviſed to ſend for 
the Miniſter, whoſe Houſe was a ſhort half Mile 
from this ; he preſently came, and telling the broken 
Panes, made this Obſervation, That the Lead, ex- 
cept that of two or three Panes, was all bowed out- 


ward ; which, ſuppoſing the Blow, (was it done by 


a Blow) given on the ſame ſide, ſeems impſſible. 


Wedneſday, 
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Wedneſday, Sept. 14. About 7 or 8 a Clock in the | 
Morning, a great Stone was thrown in at the fore 


Door, and going through a part of a ſhort- Paſſage 
the faid Door opens into, and that is betwixt the 
Hall and Parlour. came three or four Yards into the 
Hall. The Door being open when the Stone came 


in, was ſhut upon it. Preſently after this, Mr. Lord, 


which is the Name of the Miniſter, came in, and 
one there shewed him the Stone : and then walking 
ſometime in the Hall together, queſtionleſs not want- 
ing a Subject to diſcourſe upon, a great knock was 

iven upon the Table cloſe by them, and immediate- 
Iy following it, a noiſe of breaking of Glaſs in the 
Parlour ; Mr. Lord, and that other Perion, inſtantly 
ran into the Parlour, and found three Panes broke, 
and a large piece of Pantile ſticking in the Window; 
after they had view'd it with Wonder on the infide, 


they went to fee it without. Mr. Lord obſerving the 
place where the Tile ſtuck to be above the reach of 


any ordinary Man ; and the Tile to hang in ſuch a 
ſtrange Geometrick Manner, betwixt the broken Lead 


and Glaſs, that one can ſcarcely think a leſs Artiſt than 


he that cut the Chicken's Neck cou'd ſo place it. This 
was the firſt time Mr. Lord heard any thing except 
the knock juſt before on the Hall Table, and who 
on his entring the Parlour adjured it, in the Name 
of God, to tell what it was, but nothing was An- 
ſwer'd. Mr. Lord's buſineſs after this call'd him away 


till Evening, and the Maid and one more are left a- 


gain in the Houſe: It was not long before they heard 
a great rattling on the Pantiles of the Beer- Room, 
the Maid heard it twice, and the other Perſon three 
times; which cauſed one of them to look therein, and 
then the Maid went out, the other Perſon abiding 


within and twas heard by both to clatter a- top of the 


Tiles 
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Tiles that were directly over the head of the one 
and in full Sight of the other; the Roof of this Beer- 
Room adjoyning to the Kitchen, the Roof of the Mil- 
ouſe adjoy ning to the Hall, and that of the little Par- 
Tour to the other Parlour, running down Shed-wife JJ 
on the North-ſide from the Houfe ;but nothing was 
ſeen, After this, Maſter Smagge came in; and, as 
he was walking with Another in the Hall, heard 
Glaſs break, he immediately ran and found it was 
the Kitchen Window. Soon after he went out again, 
and the Maid and one other remain'd in the Houſe. 
As they were ſtanding in the Kitchen, looking to- 
wards the back Door, rhe Door open, and the porn 
clear ; they. ſaw. a piece of Tile come in of the ſai, 
Door, about two Foot from the Ground, but very 
leaſurely ; and yet ſo ftrait, as though it had 
moved on a Line ; and then, in a Languid manner 
after its creeping thus five or fix Yards intheÞſight) 
touching againſt the Gown of one of them; ( who 
but the Arch-Juggler. could fo throw it?) fell down 
near her feet ; the other, who was the Maid, ran 
to catch it up; but let it fall, crying, It burnt her; 
t and a little Bliſter, in touching it, was raiſed on her 
» | Fore-finger. The other Perſon then put the Tile 
> | into her Apron, and carry'd it over a long Field to 
ſhew it the Maſter and Work- folks, who all felt it yet 
warm. The windows of the Beer-Room were broke 
again after this; and it now drawing towards Noon, 
all was quiet till five or fix of the Clock in the Even- 
ing. The Maid was then milking juſt before the 
2 | Hapſe, ſome others being with her, and the Win- 
4 | dow of the Parlour that faced; and was within three 
or four Yards of them. was on the ſudden in an ez 
traordinary manner broken: No body was then in 
s | the Houſe: and none but the Inviſibles could do it 
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| From without, amd. not be ſeen, Aſter this, as the 


Good man was ſtanding talking with Goodwife Grin- 
away, ----» Reynoids, and others, part Without, and 
part within the Kitchen fore-Door, two or three 
violent knocks were given upon the Wall, betwixt, 
and cloſe by them. Night coming on, Mr. Lord re- 
turn'd to ſet up with Mr. Smagge; and after the read- 
ing ſome Chapters and Pſalms, they heard a plain 
1 Feline of Glaſs; on which Mr. Lord left off 
= Reading, and went to Prayers, and nothing more 


was heard that night. REF eee Ack 
. . Thurſday, Sept. 15: Mr. Lord, conſidering what had 
hitherto paſſed, thought fit to attend all this Day 
in the Houſe ; and to that purpoſe, having ſtept 
Home, and fetch'd his Notes, went and fat in 
the Hall to Study: In ſome time he, and another 
that was in the Hall, heard breaking of Glaſs in 
the Parlour ; on which they both quickly ran in,, 
Mr. Lord adjuring it as before ; but nothing was ſeen, | 
or any anſwer made. The Window was this time | 
broke in a different Place, and the large Tile that 
Mr. Lord left ſticking in it the Day before, probably 
to ſhew ſuch as came, and that did that Execution, 
and that e en now they ſaw there, was removed from 
where it was, and artificially ſet under the Table. 
He then went and fat down again to his Study, but 
in a little while, the Window of the Hall, againſt 
his back as he ſat, were, with a more forcible Daſh 
and Clatter than ever, broken ; tho' the other Per- 
ſon, chat ſtood right againſt the Window, that yer 
interim, ſaw nothing ſtrike againſt it; and the Maſs 
not to ſpatter out, but fall down on the Ledge. At 
this Mr. Lord immediately. roſe up, and adjured it a 
third time, ſaying, In the Name of God, what is it? 
Fit be the Pleaſure of God that we may know what it Pe 
yn 8 But 
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ers and others. Whilſt all were attending, ſome in 


heard, which they found to be in the Milk-Houſe. 


= ts ic had been forcibly chruſt with two large 
a ; es 
Next ſucceeding this, Two ofthe Company, ſtand- 
ing in the Kitchen, the others in the Hall and elſe- 
where, they ſaw a Stone with ſome Dirt and Straws up- 
on it, the bigneſs of a Turkey-Egg, come as from the 
Cre vice of the fore Door, which as the Door was cloſe 
hut, one cou'd not thruſt a ſmall Hazel-Nut thro. I 
ſay, came as from, not in of the Crevice,tgcauſe one of 
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But no Anſwer was made. After this, Mrs. Weak- |} 
ling came, Daughter- in- law, as I underſtand, to the 


Good man of the Houſe ; ſhe had not been long there, 
before more Glaſs was broken in the Parlour, which 
whilſt ſhe, Mr. Lord; and others, went to ſee, a loud 


new Noiſe» as of ſomewhat falling, was heard in the 
Hall, whither they immediately returning, found a 


whole Dutch Brick, ſomewhat ſmailer than ours, to 


lye under the Table: whilſt they were looking on 
it, a ratling was firſt heard, and then more Glaſs to 

break in the Beer-Room, Mr. Lord, Mrs. Neakling, 
and others, being in the Hall, and the Maid and her 

Mother being then in the Kitchen, ſo that the Beer- 


Room was, as it were, on a ſide of them all. Mr. Lord 


now retired home for a little time; and at bis re- 


turn, found the Report ſpread abroad of theſe Mat- 
ters, drew ſeveral People to the Houſe ; as, beſides 
Mrs. Weakling, he left there, Goodman Lane, Strang- 


the Hall, and ſome in the Kitchen, a knocking came 
in the Hall, and upon it more breaking of Glaſs 


The breaking of this Window was pagticular, in that 


2 Joint of a large Wooden Gutter, that conveys the 
Rain into the Ciſtern, was alſo removed from its 


Place, and the broken Glaſs and Lead bowed in, 
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the Perſons, who was not above half a Yard from it, 
and looking that way, diſcern'd it not till 'twas an 
inch within ſide (ſo that how it came there we have 
no Account,) but cloſely obſerving its Progfeſs, 

afterwards clearly ſaw it to take a kind of half Cir- 
cle, but ſo ſlow, as tho its Motion had proceeded from 
A regular Piece of Clock-work; and then gently, 
as it let down by a Spring, deſcend to the Ground, 
about a Foot and half from the ſaid Crevice. This 


Stone was alſo hot, and being preſently taken up, by 


the Perſon next to it, in her Apron, ſhe call'd Mr. Lord 
who, with the other Company, came, and all feeling 
it, found it too hot to graſp in the Hand. Mr. Lord, 
then ſaid, conſider. this Stone : this is enough to con- 
vince any one ; for beſides the amazing Circuinſtance | 
how it came in, and its being hor, this Straw and 
Dirt upon it, coud not be in the form you ſee it, 
had it been heated by a material Fire. I cou'd not 
get all the particulars that paſſed this Day; but what 
With ratlings upon the Pantiles, throwing of Stones, 
breaking the Glaſs, and Knockings, Mr, Lord told 
the Diſturbances to be Thirteen ſeveral times in all, 
Friday, Sept. 16. Mr. Lord lay here again laſt 
„Night, and all was ſilent ; and this Morning ſome 
_- Occaſions calling him home, he returned not till 
the Afternoon. As he was coming to the Houſe he 
met Mrs. Slider, Goodwife Cauſe, Grinaway, &c. 
and-one of them having a Child in her Arms, Mr. 
Lord ſaid to her, If ſhe came to ſee Diſturbances of 
this Nature, ſhe ought not to bring a Child wich her 


do be Frighted ; ar. which they went back with 


the Child, and ſoon followed him. Whilſt he was 
ſhe wing to chem, (Goodwife Snuſher, &c. in all 7 or 


8 Perſons;) in what manner the Demon or Demons 


had play d thoſe Pranks, and troubled the "ET 
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heard more breaking of Glaſs. Lord, © 
all this melancholly Scene, when Preſent, he always 
did, led the way to ſee where it was, and in the little 
5 1 adjoining to the other Parlour, which Win- 


_ pany ſaw; Who now with the reſt, pretty well re- 
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ſr. Lord, as through 


dow till now had ſca pd 'untouch'd, he ſaw one Pane 


broken, on which he and all the Company ran to 
the outſide, and they found lying on the end of the 
GButter, juft by the Window, a Pantile, or large piece 
of one, with which by a red Streak on the Lead that 
ſeem'd to be markt therewith, they ſuppoſed the 
Window to be broken. Whilſt all were looking here 
and no body within, the Window of the other Parlour 
that in like manner faced them as they ſtood, was 
with a furious loud daſh broken as from the inſide, in 
the ſight of them all; the pieces of Glaſs not flying 
| out, but gradually falling down on the Ledge, as uſual. 


One there cry'd ſhe faw ſomewhat White ftrike 


| againſt it, which by the reſt, though the breaking was 
ſeen, and blow heard by all, was not obſerved, Mr. 
Lord that moment ruſh'd into the Room, and one of 
the Company calling to him, Sir, will you go alone? He 
anſwered, If you have Faith follow me; ſhe replying, 
I hope I haue Faith in God through Chriſt, it can't hurt me, 


haſtned, e er the Words were pronounced, in after him; 
Which was of the Paſſage Door, that by its ſtandiny 


Bape cafes 8 
and nearneſs ſo favour'd their ſpeed, that had a Bird 
broken the Window, it could not, by the help of its 


Wings, have ſcap'd their ſeeing it. On their com- 
ing into the Parlour, they found a piece of Allum, 
the bigneſs of a common ſized Orange, that had for- 
merly been laid by Mr. Smagge, in the Hall, to be 


put into a clean ſcoured Chamber-Pot which ſtood 


under the Window : This they gueſsd the Glaſs was 
broken with, and to be that hire one of the Com- 
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cover d from ies Surprize, follow'd Mr. Lord and 
the other Perſon into the Parlour ; not omitting 
throughly to view the piece of Allum alſo. Pre- 


ſently after this, more Glaſs was broken in the Beer 


Room: Mr. Lord being then obliged to go and bury 

2 Corps, the other Company diſperſed, and the Hause 
| Was for ſome time left alone. 

New Spectators quickly came, wiz. Mr. Bell, Mr. 


Wiakli ing and his Daughter, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. 1 3 1 


and her Son rc. Theſe took their Seats in the Hall, 


ing, before breaking of Glaſs, wers heard: Preſently 
upon it a moſt amazing blow was giyen againſt the 
Hal- Window, That greatly ſcared all there. Mr. 


Weakling fitting directly over againſt it, ſaid he ſaw | 


ſomewhat, but * not deſcribe it: Mrs. James s 


Son ſaid he plai ay diſcern'd a white Stick; the reſt 


did not apprehend any thing it was done with, only 
heard the blow, and ſaw the Glaſs*broken : All! in 
the Hall inſtantly ran out, ſome of one Door, and 
the reſt of the other; which Doors, as if they were 
contrivd on purpoſe, open fo opportunely on both 
ſides the ſaid Window, (and the ſituation of the Houſe: 
in general, as is before deſcrib'd) there was no place 
of Concealment near enough for any Mortal to have 
had recourſe to, in ten times the {pace the People 
were getting out: So that indubitably ſomewhat 
 Cwifter in its flight than Fleſh and Blood, muſt be the | 
4 ſole Author and Actor in all. Well! Every one now 
again are out of the Houſe, and whilſt 3 or 4 of 
them ſtood gazing juſt againſt the Hall-Window, at 
the ſhatter'd Glaſs, and aſtoniſhing Form thereof, 
which all round the Houſe i is now much the ſame: 

| they plainly law the Gl broken, as before, ich 
wo; wit in 


4 


and having ſaid a lictle while Knocks, tlie uſual warn- 
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Within, and a piece of Stone or Brick to come thro” 
Aid fall down on the outſide. F 
All the Company now retiring, the following Ac- 
7777 TOTES 
The Maid and Boy having Milkt, going into the 
Houſe, Goodman Reynolds came, and ſitting a little 
While talking with the Maid, ſhe cry'd, a Stone fell 
arp on her Toe, on which Goodman Reynolds roſe up, 
and went away: Preſently after that, the Maid croſ- 
ſing the Kitchen by the Door, that through the Hall 
| looks into the Parlour, ſhe heard the Parlour- Door 
skreek, which cauſing her to look that way, ſhe 
ſaw it ſtand half open, and then a Man, quite open- 
ing it, to come out, and put it half too, as ſhe ſaw 
it at firſt: He came a little towards the Hall, and 
then (which I ſhall give you in her own Words) 
| * Yook'd with his Eyes ſo ſharp, ---- and tarn'd his 
Head ſo quick about, and look d towards the 
Windows; - his Connitenance Pale and Gaſt- 
e ful ; ſeeming to have on a ſhore Grey Coat, a 
< whitiſh Hat, with a white Stick in his Hand, 
© Which he held by the middle, Truncheon-like : 
All this while, as ſhe gives the Account, ſhe was ra- 
ther taken up with the earneſt gazing on, than aware 
of Fear: But then, he moving forward towards the 
Milk- Houſe, this ſeiz d her with ſuch Terror, that 
ſhe ran skreeking out of the Houſe in an Agony; 
the Boy, ſcar d at ſeeing her, running out affrighted _ 


too. She made her way directly to Mr. Lords, re- 


ſolving never to enter the Houſe more: After a very 


ill Night there, ſhe was taken the next Morning, 


by a Reflection on her Fright, and repeating ſome 
of the Circumſtances of it, with ſuch a miſerable 
Fit, as none thought ſhe would ever have come out 
of alive ; At firſt yomiting Blood, and then foaming 
Set : 
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at Mouth and Noſe, to the great Amazement of the 
many that came to ſee her. Mr. Lord, Who through-. 
« out this ſore Viſitation, diſcharg'd his Sacred Fun- 
Aion in a ready and conſtant Attendance, in ad- 
c viſing Mr. Smagge to a Faſt, and Prayers in the 
« Family --- and ſuitably applying himſelf to every 
ee one, as the Occaſion required; and for which the 
ce utmoſt Reſpect and Thanks are due to him from 
& all, whilſt ſhe lay in this deplorable Condition, 
_ prayed by her; and as, at times, ſhe ſeemed ſenſi- 
ble, exhorted her, in the propereſt manner, to pray, 
; to put her Truſt in God, Cc. With God's Bleſſing, | 
in two or three Hours the Fit went off; and by my 
Spy, ſent thither the 25 Inſtant, I hear ſhe is indif- 
ferent well, and that the Houſe, unto that Day, had 
not afterwards been diſturb'd.. 
The Diſturbances. the laſt Day were 12 ſeveral 
There is one odd Paſſage I had almoſt forgot, but 
which you may depend upon for Truth, viz. That 
it was generally reported, among the People of the 
Iſland, for ſome Months before theſe laſt Moleſtati- 
ons began, that the 21 Years were this Summer ex- 
pired, for which the Spirit was ſaid to be laid. 
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I mates co you, thoſe unhappy ones gave themſelves up“ 
to, who are the ſuppoſed Cauſe of the various Di- 
| 1e the Subject chereof; and if ſo, 
how long, poor forlorn Souls They may yet wander i 
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[POSTSCRIPT 
Hema gone through the Particulars, give 
11 me leave, by way of Poſtſcript, to add 

this ſhort, not unſuitable Reflection: If, as ſome 


Learned ſuppoſe, the Souls of ſenſual and wicked 
Men, by reaſon of their wholly abandoning them- 


|; ſelves to worldly Luſts, whilſt living, and the groſs 


Inclinations, quite unſuited to ſpiritnal Enjoyments, 


of natural tendency after Death, often Haunt, or Ho- 


ver, about their Graves, Places of Abode, or Stages 


** ſual Pleaſures, and acting over the Bratiſh Scene 


the unjuſt crafty Miſer, and they that grind the Faces 


Range of Beings : The manifeſt Aims that thoſe 


groveling 'miſtaken Wretches, all their Lives ſhewy//a4: | 
if they could, makes it no VVonder they, of all o 7 
thers, come back again upon the ſame Errand, if 
they can. Theſe Sins, the foregoing Relation inti- 


„ 


ſturbances, that ma 


about the Houſe, and Places where they were once 
ſuch eminent Drudges for nought, none can tell. I 


the rather mention this, becauſe of the mighty In- | 


0 creaſe 


they carry out, of the VVorld with them, do, by a kind 


on which their Impious Crimes were acted; as tho 

I (to ſpeak in Dr. Scorr's Words) © They had an out- 
ragious Deſire of being embodied again, that ſo 

they might be capable of repeating their old ſen- 


*.4 new; Methinks tis reaſonable to believe, that 


of the Poor, are Leaders and Chieftains in this - 


i 
„ N 


1 5 
creaſe, there ® of late, of theſe ſort of Sinners : 
Formerly one Arch-deſigning Knave, Extortion- 
er, and Oppreſſor of the Poor, that builds up 
his Fortune a more ſavage way, than by Rapine and 

Plunder, was accounted an intolerable Peſt to the 
whole Country where he lived; but now every Vil- 
lage and Cornet (I wiſh the Poyſon were ſpread no high- 
er) hath one of theſe Vermin planted in it; who 

wait, like Birds of Prey, to ſtrike their Tallons into 
the firſt innocent or needy Perſon that preſents: The 
Poor, without any Study, they eaſily make their | 
Prey, and cruſh to Death: And others, who are not | | 
Poor, but by reaſon of Non-age, Widowhood, ſome 

 Exigence, or the like, become expoſed. to their 

Snares; they hedge the Concerns of ſuch into their | _ 
Hands, and quickly make them ſo. But let theſe |" 

_ (worſe than literally Man-eaters) conſider, that un- 
leſs by a due Reſtitution, and all that the ſolemn 
Work of Repentance calls for at their Hands, they 

_ timely cleanſe themſelves, the Cries of ſuch Widows, | 

_ Orphans, and diſtreſſed Perſons, will ſurely purſue 

| them to Judgment, and bring upon them the conſu- | 
ming Wrath of the righteous Majeſty on High, that 

will Prey upon them 5 ever. 8 1 
* Wherefore, for the uſe of ſuch, ſuppoſing they read 

not the Bible, I have here collected the following 

Texts, whereby they may take a View, both of their 

ahn d oi ooo OT: 
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St. Matth. 7. 12. Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even id r them ;- for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. HIS Ae PER . 
I Thefl. 4. 6. That no Man go beyond or defraud bis 
= Brother in any Matter: becauſe that the Lord is the Auen: 
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: Pfal, 1 23. Deceirfol Men ſhall not live 6 out elf their 


* Job. 5. 13. He taketh TROY in theh hes zie. . 


x Cor. 3. 19. The wiſdom + this World 3 TY Hiſhneſc 
. God. 
Job 27. 8. For what is the boys 


| of the perde, that, 
be bath gain d, when God taketh away bis So 
Ezek. 22.13, 5 Bebold therefore I have ſmitten vs 
band at 22 diſhoneſt gain. Can thine Heart endure, or can 
tbine ha ſtrong in the days that I ſhall deal with thee ? 


1 


| 

| 

| 

1 

ö 

ö St. Tale 12. 22 „Cc. But God ſaid unto bim, thou : 

T vol, this night, & ce. 

. . Eph. 5. J. A Coverous Man, who is an uur, bath 

1 F Inberitance in the kingdam of Chriſt, and of God. | 

1 Cor. 5. 11. With an Extort ider, We are bidden, no 

| vot to eat. 

; St. Luke 3. 13; Exact wo more, 1 that which is 8 

. | priutd Jon, , ' 

7 Ezek. 45. 9, 10. R away your Exaſon 

— Lord God, ye For baue juſt Balances, &. 

t | Deut. 24. 12. nd; if the Man be poor tho, 

| ſeep with bis pledge. 25  * 

[ Deut, 24 13+ Is any Caſe chou ſha 7. 

5 | Pledge again, when the Sun goeth down, "the 

r in 'n his own Raiment and bleſs thee, wa 
Prov: 30+ 14. There is a generation, whoſe Teeth are 

45 Swords, and their jau. teeth as knives, to devour the 


W of {{ the Earth, and the needy from among Am- 
18 22: 22, 23 Te ſhall not affuct any widow or Fa». 
. 2 If thou afftict theW in any wiſe and they ay 

s | 42 ll unto me, Jill ſurely bear their cry · 0 
2 h- 7, 10% And oppreſs not theliwidow, nor ihe Fa- 5 
thats tu . nor 11 E | 17 5 
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5. ag arſe e. 
bar oppreſs the Hireling in his Er IR) and th 
i aſide the tranger from e fo a6 
| 14 Pov. 14 31. He that oppreſſeth the poor reproact erb + 
wuler, but he thal ſonoureth him, bath mercy en che us. a 4 
Deut. 24. 14. Thou. Ja apprefiion bired Croats 
that is poor and needy 
St James 5. 4. Bebold the hire of ihe Libs gre, wh 
"6 reap d down aur Held, which is of you. gt back 2 
„ * Hoke what is the ſame in our modern Oppreſſoi 
1 . beating them below the C uſtomary Rates) ee, 
1 55 Cries of them which: haue req d, baves entre, into: * 
ear. of the Lord of Saborhs n 7 IT 
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Prov. 22. 22, 23. Rob not the * 31 ) 
1 bir oppreſs".tbe. Micted inthe Gate; ; for the: Lord ith 
1 bs lead they Cauſe, and if Ui the Bow! of thoſe. uber Jp 4: 
q Ih PP on When in OK. $4 4 e ; 
* hal 72.4: He 60 lt break in pcs th Aw rt 
1 2 Pet; 25 5 He reſerves they | 
i | 40 b e puniſbed.. . 
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the Heritage 15 relors, . err I 
ebe i: k. Children be multi- 
Sword; and bis Qing: ſhall. not ben, 
I I Amos. 03. 4% U 0 Je. that Hun, 3 
1 * Nac, even 10 Make the poor. of the Land 2 Feilz I. 7 
Lu the poor for Silver, and the needy. for a paix f ſübet 
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